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While headlines about the 
University of Alaska of late have 
focused on budget cuts and 
vetoes, as University of Alaska 
Southeast Chancellor I want to 
share some positive news. The 
accreditation of UAS — your 
hometown university — has 
been reaffirmed fully by the 
Northwest Commission on 
Colleges and Universities (NW-
CCU).

This accreditation, based 
on nationally-recognized stan-
dards, allows UAS to grant de-
grees, award credit and provide 
financial aid. Reaffirmation of 
UAS accreditation is a big deal. 
In this time of uncertainty and 
budget challenges, it confirms 
that UAS is providing quality de-
grees, programs and services to 
its students and the communi-
ties we serve.

A central focus of the ac-
creditation process is fulfillment 
of the university’s mission. At 
UAS, our mission focuses on 
student learning and success. 
It includes providing students 
with special opportunities for 
research and for internships 
experiences in the workplace. It 
involves partnerships with busi-
ness, industry and government. 
It involves statewide leadership 

in high need areas like teacher 
preparation. And, it includes 
offering degrees and programs 
that build on the cultures and 
environment of Southeast 
Alaska.

The nine-member accredita-
tion team that visited UAS in 
April commended UAS for its 
achievements in just these ar-
eas. It lauded UAS faculty and 
staff for commitment to student 
success and retention. It noted 
success in integrating our three 
campuses — Juneau, Ketchikan 
and Sitka — into one regional 
university with shared vision 

and values. The team observed 
that the level of collaboration 
in this regional approach is 
“remarkable.” It spotlighted the 
distinctive experiential learning 
opportunities that UAS offers 
its students, such as working as 
a legislative intern, engaging in 
research on glaciers or in the 
marine environment, student 
teaching in rural Alaska, or 
gaining on-the-job training at 
a nearby mine. It praised how 
UAS increasingly incorporates 
Alaska Native languages, arts 
and cultures in its curriculum, 
working with partners like Seal-
aska Heritage Institute and Tlin-
git and Haida Central Council. It 
recognized the important work 
underway to make our univer-
sity campuses places of cultural 
safety and equity.

One other highlight of the 
team’s report makes me es-
pecially proud: our accredita-
tion visitors were extremely 
impressed by the high level of 
engagement and dedication of 
students, faculty, and staff in 
making UAS a quality university. 

Forums designed for reviewers 
to meet with these groups were 
standing room only. Students in 
particular spoke out about why 
their UAS education was impor-
tant; students like India Busby 
of Juneau who wrote recently 
about how personal challenges 
early in her life initially made it 
impossible to consider college. 
After high school she found a 
job locally where her boss and 
people she met encouraged her 
to continue her education. She 
enrolled, and reported that “I 
actually loved UAS so much that 
I left my job … and decided to 
become a student employee. 
… I have been given wonder-
ful opportunities at this school, 
opportunities that I would not 
have gotten anywhere else.” She 
goes on to say, “I’m going to be 
honest, I never thought that I 
would have these opportunities. 
I never thought that I would 
be graduating from UAS, or 
any college for that matter. If it 
wasn’t for the faculty and staff 
members here at UAS, I would 
not be where I am today.” To-

day, India works fulltime at the 
university and advises others 
who are overcoming their own 
challenges to earn a degree and 
build a better life for themselves 
and their families.

The University of Alaska 
Southeast exists to support our 
students, improve the economic 
vitality of our communities 
and build a future workforce 
for all of Alaska. As chancellor, 
I’m especially appreciative of 
the strong community support 
UAS receives: from employers 
who hire our graduates, busi-
ness leaders who serve on our 
advisory councils, donors who 
contribute scholarship funds 
that make college affordable, 
and partners who support UAS 
leadership statewide in pro-
grams like teacher preparation, 
maritime training, and business 
and public administration.

As we Alaskans debate what 
our future university will look 
like, it’s important to celebrate 
success in meeting high accred-
itation standards. I’m proud of 
the work of our UAS faculty and 
staff in achieving this important 
milestone. It reminds us all 
that an investment in a strong 
university is an investment in a 
positive future for Alaska.

UAS still has reason to celebrate, 
amid budget cut fears

I am so determined to make 
a difference for my community 
and my state that I am ready to 
fight. I don’t mean physically; I 
mean politically. I want to take 
to the barricades to oppose 
what I see as the wholesale 
destruction of Alaska. I envi-
sion myself as a political fighter 
armed with facts and righteous 
indignation. That vision of 
myself may be somewhat re-
warding in a romantic ideal-
ism sort of way, but during my 
short time in real politics in the 
Alaska Legislature, I have come 
to the realization that’s not how 
the system works best. To get 
things done in Juneau, and I 
assume the same holds true for 
Washington, D.C., one must re-
sist the urge to fight first and in-
stead listen and work. Fighting 
comes after work, not before.

That leads me to our current 
political catastrophe in Alaska. I 
don’t understand how a proud 
graduate from the University of 
Alaska can climb the political 
ladder all the way to the gover-
norship only to decimate the in-
stitution that gave him the skills 
and knowledge to make the 
climb in the first place. I don’t 
understand it, but that’s exactly 

what is happening. I can’t fath-
om how a governor who, I have 
no doubt, loves Alaska, can treat 
its people so poorly that he’s 
trying to balance the budget on 
the backs of children in school 
and the seniors and elders who 
scratched out a living in this 
beautiful but challenging place. 
It may be hard for me to under-
stand, but it’s happening. Why?

The answer can be summed 
up in three words; ideology, 
politics and winning. Let’s 
begin with ideology. What we 
have brewing in Alaska is a mi-
crocosm of the larger national 
battle pitting Americans against 
each other and the democratic 
ideal that government is there 
to help the people. Gov. Mike 

Dunleavy embodies this anti-
government agenda more than 
most other governors, so it 
shouldn’t surprise anyone that 
in his first seven months in of-
fice, he broke out the sledge-
hammer to threaten treasured 
institutions and programs like 
the University of Alaska, pub-
lic broadcasting, Alaska State 
Council on the Arts and senior 
benefits. His first whack at 
these and other Alaska institu-
tions occurred when his budget 
proposal was unveiled in Feb-
ruary. The governor’s budget 
was so anti-government and 
anti-Alaskan that lawmakers 
with some big political differ-
ences came together to form 
the Alaska House Majority, even 

though Republicans make up a 
majority of the House members. 
The Republicans and indepen-
dents that broke ranks deserve 
thanks because if they had not 
stood up, things could be much 
worse. That leads me to politics.

Consider for a moment how 
we came to this place. In last 
year’s election the Democrats, 
independents and moderates 
battled and sniped back and 
forth about whether to support 
the incumbent governor or a 
Democrat that the Republicans 
love to loathe. All the while the 
Republicans were steady and 
disciplined. In short order, they 
lined up behind Dunleavy and 
carried him to victory despite 
the blue wave that crested 
over the rest of country. The 
Republicans may have liked 
the politics of candidate Mike 
Dunleavy, but the politics of 
Dunleavy have proven so anti-
Alaskan that many of them are 
now ready to join me on the 
ramparts.

That brings me to winning. 

Far too many people look at 
politics as a game with winners 
and losers. That’s how some 
politicians look at the world and 
apparently how Dunleavy looks 
at Alaska. The need to win at all 
costs is how I believe they justify 
their actions. That’s how a man 
who worked in public schools in 
Alaska, whose family is Alaska 
Native, and who graduated from 
the University of Alaska can 
make decisions that will harm 
public education, make villages 
less safe, and throw away our 
decades long investment in 
higher education.

As I noted at the beginning, 
I am ready to fight, but that’s 
not what I am going to do, at 
least for now. Instead, I am go-
ing to spend the next several 
days listening to my colleagues 
while making reasoned and fac-
tual arguments to support my 
contention that Alaska is worth 
fighting for. I hope that a mean-
ingful compromise is reached in 
the next few days that protects 
the institutions and services 
that were created solely for the 
benefit of the people of Alaska. 
If that doesn’t work, then we 
fight.

Is it time to fight or compromise?
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