Graduate Committee

April 11, 2007 

Attending:  Marsha Gladhart, Barbara Hegel, Jonathan Anderson, Mary-Claire Tarlow, Robbie Stell

1. The minutes of the March meeting were approved.
2. Continued work on graduate program admissions
Mary Claire reviewed where we have come in integrating the various graduate program’s admission standards.  There was discussion about policies for admission of students who did not graduate from a regionally accredited institution.  Provost Stell confirmed that this was a individual program decision, based on the full qualifications of the student.  Robbie said there was pressure for schools to not reject course transfers solely because the class is from a non-accredited school – but rather to individually evaluate all courses.

The Graduate Committee expressed distress at the potential for lowering standards.

We will continue to discuss criteria for admissions. Members should bring whatever information necessary to the September meeting to talk about criteria used to evaluate each of the admissions requirements.  

Provost Stell noted that prerequisite checking for course enrollment will probably be implemented in the near future and programs should review their prerequisites requirements.   Programs are asked to report on their review to the Graduate Committee by September 15. 

Provost Stell noted that the purpose of this review is not because of a particular problem, but simply because admissions policies should be reviewed every few years. 

3. Qualifications for graduate faculty

We began this discussion about the purpose of designation of graduate faculty.  In the past “Graduate Faculty” referred to qualifications for those who could be on policy making committees and participate in student committees.  UAS currently has no student committees.  

Dean of Education Harris has expressed a concern over qualifications of those teaching graduate courses.  Provost Stell suggested that this committee should first review Senate by-laws charges to the Graduate Committee, and then make a recommendation to the Senate about whether there should be a process other than Department approval- to approve who teaches graduate classes.    This issue will be continued in the Fall.   

4. Jonathan noted that next year Kathy DiLorenzo will represent the MPA on the Graduate Committee.
5. If Mark Speece does not wish to take up the chair of Graduate Committee, Shirley and Mary Claire will continue next year.

