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Paramedical Technology Occupational Endorsement

How does the program relate to the Education mission of the University of Alaska and the MAU?
*Who promoted the development of the program?
*What process was followed in development of program (including internal and external consultation)?
The UAS Strategic Plan states that, “Allied health occupations experience periodic shortages in the region. Employment opportunities
for these occupations are more limited and the demand for training more sporadic than the nursing profession. In addition, training
programs for these professionals often require specialized accreditation. For these reasons, UAS does not seek to develop its own
programs in these areas. Rather, to meet this need regionally, UAS will:
• Cooperate with UAA, UAF and other institutions for distance delivery of Allied Health training opportunities in our region.
• Work closely with the public school system to develop career pathways in health occupations to encourage young people into these
careers.”
This OE fulfills both of these taskings. First it will provide a career pathway for SE Alaskan high school and college students to become
involved and trained in Paramedical Technology. Second, this OE articulates with the AA degree in Paramedical Technology offered by
Kenai Peninsula College and a student so chooses, he or she can complete all of the first year course requirements via distance delivery
and then transfer to the second year of the AA program. This OE would also fulfill a Pre-nursing certificate requirement.
As the demand for educated, competent paramedics with college degrees will continue to increase in Alaska and throughout the world
in the coming years the approval of this OE will help to meet this demand. The initial discussion about the need for an OE like this one
came out of discussion with SEARHC as they looked for ways to expand the high school First Responders program throughout Southeast
Alaska The hope is that exposing students early to the medical field will encourage them to pursue health careers

What will be the impact on existing programs and services across MAU and system, including GERs. and distance delivery?

This program would serve to increase follow-on enrollments (distance and local) in the BIOL 111 and 112 Anatomy & Physiology I &2,
ENGL 111 Written Communication, ENGL 212 Technical Writing, COMM 111 Oral Communication, and MATH 105 Intermediate Algebra.
These courses are part of the AA curriculum for Paramedical Technology at Kenai Peninsula College. This OE should also increase
applicants for UA Paramedical Technology programs and possibly other health related fields.

What State Needs are met by this program?
*Information describing program need and why existing programs in UA system are not able to meet it.
In ALASKA EMS GOALS: A Guide for Developing Alaska’s Emergency Medical Services System (https://chems.alaska.gov/EMS), the
Department of Health and Social Services sets revitalizing "current EMS services through he retention, recruitment and training of
volunteers" as one of the State's top three EMS priorities areas. Job growth is estimated to be approximately 19%. DiversityWorking.com
reports that employment of emergency medical technicians and paramedics is expected to grow much faster than the average for all
occupations through 2014, as full-time paid EMTs and paramedics replace unpaid volunteers. As population and urbanization increase,
and as a large segment of the population—aging baby boomers— becomes more likely to have medical emergencies, demand will
increase for EMTs and paramedics. There will still be demand for part-time, volunteer EMTs and paramedics in rural areas and smaller
metropolitan areas. In addition to jobs arising from growth, openings will occur because of replacement needs; turnover is relatively
high in this occupation because of the limited potential for advancement and the modest pay and benefits in private-sector jobs.

What are the Student opportunities and outcomes? Enrollment projections?

The main student focus for the OE will be high school students joining the Youth First Responders program. SEARHC and UAS -Sitka are
partnering to expand the Youth First Responders program throughout Southeast Alaska. The program will be modeled after the Sitka
Youth First Responders program which is a pilot program for students ages 14-18 who are learning about health careers by training to
earn their Emergency Trauma Technician and Emergency Medical Technician certificates. High school students will complete 11 credits
of Health Sciences course work and be able to earn their ETT and EMT certifications as well as Paramedical Technology OE from UAS.
Students will be introduced to careers in the health sciences and their OE will articulate with the KPC Paramedical Technology A.A.S.
program. Enrollments are conservatively projected to be 12-15 per year. Grant funding, Perkins and State workforce sources will be
possible sources of future funding, while SEARHC is expected to support program start-up.

Describe Research opportunities:

Educational Research opportunities as to career choices.

Describe Fiscal Plan for development and implementation:
*Identify funding requirement, sources and plan to generate revenue and meet identified costs to include:
*Indirect costs to other units (e.g. GERs, distance delivery)
*Faculty and Staff
*Technology, Facilities and Equipment

We are using in-house resources to fund the development of this OE. Program administration and instruction for high school students
will be grant funded through the first five years using the First Responders model. While high school students will be "dual enrolled,"
traditional students attempting to earn this OE will take scheduled UAS Health Sciences classes. The initial purchase of any technology,
facilities or equipment over and above what SEARHC will donate will be from grant funds or from course fees as is necessary.
See attached proposal for more details on this Occupational Endorsement.
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