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1.     Program Overview 
 
Faculty List 
Richard Simpson, Assistant Professor of Humanities 
Dan Monteith, Associate Professor of Anthropology  
Glenn Wright, Associate Professor of Social Science 
Forest Wagner, Assistant Professor and Program Coordinator of Outdoor Studies 
Kevin Maier, Associate Professor of English 
Lora Vess, Assistant Professor of Sociology  
X̱’unei Lance Twitchell, Associate Professor of Alaska Native Languages 
Eran Hood, Professor of Environmental Science 
Sanjay Pyare, Associate Professor of Environmental Science 
Brian Buma, Assistant Professor of Forest Ecology 
Sonia Nagorski, Assistant Professor of Geology 
Jon Radizloski, Assistant Professor of History  
 
The Geography, Environmental, and Outdoor Studies program at UAS uniquely offers an 
interdisciplinary curriculum designed to integrate multiple ways of knowing, from indigenous 
technologies to cultural studies to physical science.  With our small student-to-faculty ratio, our 
courses are distinguished by their capacity to link local and global issues through on-hand learning 
environments such as the Tongass National Forest, Tlingit storytelling, downtown cultural districts 
of the State Capital, and their expansive connections to larger world histories and ecologies ranging 
across the North Pacific Rim. Our undergrads are prepared to enter graduate school in a diverse 
range of disciplines, as well as immediately enter the workforce in a number of local and national 
governmental agencies in job positions such as urban and regional planner, environmental impact 
analyst, forestry technician, and horticulturalist.   
 
Academic Year 2017-2018 was an ambitious and productive year for the GEOG BA program at 
UAS.  Faculty from three departments collaborated to update and revitalize three core elements of 
the degree program:  
 

1) First, we drafted, integrated, and successfully submitted into UAS curriculum a new 
interdisciplinary concentration in Cultural Geography. 
 

2) Second, we completely revised the outcomes of the degree into four new Program Student 
Learning Outcomes 
 

3) Finally, we developed a new procedure by which to conduct our annual assessment 
protocol. 
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These updates to the program and curriculum included faculty participation from Humanities, Social 
Sciences, Natural Sciences and Alaskan Native Studies.  In addition to the content stated above, we 
confirmed frequency of offerings within a two-year sequence for core courses as well as addressed 
potential impacts on any departments and programs.  Final paperwork was submitted to Curriculum 
Committee on October 1st, 2017.   
 
These new aspects of our program will be implemented for the first time in AY 18-19 and thus 
provide a baseline for improvements moving forward.  Developing our curriculum was an exciting 
process given UAS’s commitment to interdisciplinarity and the timely recognition of the present 
moment as an opportunity to strengthen cultural approaches to geography as a practice unique to 
environmental study at UAS.  Our desire to update and strengthen the curriculum reflects and 
directly addresses the clear student demand for increased understanding of spatial processes at local, 
regional, and global scales; the acquisition of new faculty with specializations in interdisciplinary 
place-based methodology; the expansion of tourism in Alaska and its salient impacts on the 
economy, landscape, and cultures of Southeast; and finally the need to articulate specific strengths in 
interdisciplinarity in accordance with the UA Strategic Pathways initiative. 
 
 
2.     Program Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) 

 
At the conclusion of the BA in Geography and Environmental Studies, students will be able to: 
 

1)  Use qualitative and quantitative research techniques to gather and analyze data on social, cultural, 
and ecological problems. 
 
2)  Use clear written and oral communication skills to communicate the results of research. 
 
3)  Demonstrate connections between everyday life at the local scale and the larger economic, social, 
and/or environmental forces that network them into a global community. 

4)  Evaluate cultural, social, and environmental processes with a particular focus on space and place, 
critical theory, practical application, analysis and/or social justice. 

 

3.  Overview of the Data Collected on the Program SLOs during AY 2017-2018 
 
At convocation in the Fall of 2018, Geography faculty met to review student work on assignments 
across core courses in our program.  These selected student assignments and projects demonstrate 
our students’ mastery (or not) of the above stated Program Student Learning Outcomes as a guiding 
rubric.  Prior to our convocation meeting, faculty members completed assessment reports 
addressing student performances (success and limits) on chosen assignments as a means to assess 
how their course assignments specifically addresses our Program SLOs.  The data from individual 
faculty assessment reports on select assignments are available with the Geography BA Coordinator. 
 
At our convocation meeting in August 2018, faculty shared the individual results of their assignment 
and assessments of how students achieved our specific program SLOs.  Faculty then participated in 
a group discussion regarding their individual results in order to identify trends, observations, and 
overall evaluations of student work with the intention of assessing whether or not students are 
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meeting our desired outcomes.  This cross-department discussion provided a window into the depth 
of skill sets and diverse tasks undertaken by students within our interdisciplinary program.  Given 
the result of these findings faculty discussed ways to improve student success toward achieving our 
Program SLOs, address adjustments to our individual courses, our evaluating assignments, and/or 
our overall program itself.   
 
Given that this was the first year using our new Program SLOs that we revised in AY 17-18, we were 
unable compare the result of this data to the previous years’ data to identify patterns and 
developments in the program.  However a strong baseline was established in our initial review 
discussion.  As a result, moving forward in our annual assessments we will now be able to recognize 
and address larger historical trends in our program SLOs.   
 
 
4.  Evaluation of the data collected on the Program SLOs and Future Plans to Improve 
Student Learning 
 
SLO’s #1 and #2 
After sharing each other’s findings on assignment assessments, we found a high level of 
achievement from students on SLOs #1 and #2.  While assignments across the three departments 
resulted in differentiation regarding quantitative and qualitative research analysis, the combined 
effect was faculty reporting a high level of student success on utilizing qualitative and quantitative research 
techniques to gather and analyze data on social, cultural, and ecological problems.  This was largely the result of 
faculty scaffolding of assignments and the introduction of research skills in classwork for the 
assignment.  Faculty also found a high level of success on student demonstrations of clear written and 
oral communication skills to communicate the results of research.  Geography students across several courses 
were identified as having strong communication skills in oral presentations and written summaries of 
their research as a result of extensive modeling of these practices from faculty and from courses 
across the UAS curriculum.   
 
SLO’s #3 and #4 
Our discussion of this year’s assignments indicated mixed results on the findings of SLO’s #3 and 
#4.  Regarding SLO #3, which addresses student ability to relate scales of geographic knowledge 
from the local to the global, some faculty identified great success in student achievement on this 
assignment, while the majority of faculty felt that while their assignment may have mentioned this 
relationship and certainly could have done so, it was not a key component of the results of the 
assignment nor specifically addressed in the assignment as such.  Similar findings were identified in 
SLO #4.  Some faculty reported “great” success and “somewhat” successful in this SLO, while most 
faculty members felt that improvement was necessary in achievement toward student evaluation of 
cultural, social, and environmental processes with a particular focus on space and place, critical theory, practical 
application, analysis and/or social justice.   
 
Upon discussion, faculty found that the initial source of deficiencies is the obvious one that we are 
working with a new set of SLOs that were developed after the courses were offered to students.  
Faculty strongly felt that the new SLOs were accurate and that this process served as a successful 
protocol for improving and assessing our program.  In response to this exercise of examining 
coursework and assignments through the lens of our new Program SLOs, faculty felt they now had a 
means to change these assignments so as to better address Student Learning Outcomes within our 
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program.  In addition to altering and strengthening assignments to align with the Outcomes, faculty 
discussed overall desires to redesign syllabi with these outcomes and ideas in mind.  Doing so will 
provide stronger coherency and identity to the program as faculty develop a means to identify ways 
their own courses bridge with other courses across the curriculum via the shared goals of the 
interdisciplinary outcomes of SLOs #3 and #4.  Moving forward, faculty agreed to place an 
emphasis on improving assignments to specifically address student achievement in scaling capacity 
as well as evaluating processes with a particular focus on space and place, critical theory, practical 
application, analysis and/or social justice.  This will be done through a range of practices including 
emphasis in class discussions, the incorporation of new reading materials, and the adjustment of 
syllabi to address these outcomes. 
 
Finally, given that this was our first trial with the new Program SLOs and annual assessment 
procedures, we also used our convocation meeting to discuss ways to improve this assessment 
process next year.  Faculty learned much from the process of sharing and discussing student success 
and limits in achieving the SLOs through chosen assignments in the program.  This interdisciplinary 
discussion was fruitful to understanding both the specific kind of work students are performing in 
each other’s courses as well as a stronger sense of the comprehensive effect of this work across 
departments could be.  In addition to repeating this process next year, faculty agreed to develop a 
standardized template sheet for the assessment of our core assignments in the program, as well as to 
add a quantifiable score to each SLO in addition to the written component of the assignment 
assessment so as to identify trends on a numerical basis. 
 
 
5.  Program Assessment Conclusions and Additional Program Information 
 
The number of declared students as well as our retention rates continued to increase in AY17-18.  
Faculty are pleased to find the program continues to prepare students for achieving their 
professional goals and offering them a heightened sense of purpose as scholars, practitioners, and 
global citizens.   
 
In order to improve student familiarity and recruitment in Geography and Environmental Studies, 
faculty recommend that the UAS Geography website update and revise its online presence.  In the 
next academic year (AY18-19), updating our marketing material, our website, our program sheets to 
reflect newly developed and revised curriculum will be an important endeavor for our program.  
Necessary improvements to the Geography program include updating new content, presence, and 
resources to the Geography BA website in an effort to celebrate and advertise diverse student 
accomplishments. Doing so will contribute to UAS’s appeal as a prime destination for 
interdisciplinary studies 
 
The Geography program greatly benefits by the promotion and recognition of Forest Wagner to 
Assistant Professor of Outdoor Studies.  In addition to this expansion of our tenure-track faculty, 
we also added a new course to the curriculum, GEOG 390 Critical Geography, that will strengthen 
our students’ capacity to implement interdisciplinary approaches to cultural and environmental 
issues. 
 


