
MEMORANDUM
March 29, 2021

To Maren HaaYig, UAS InWerim ProYosW
From Lora Vess, Chair of Social Sciences
Cop\ PaXla MarWin, InWerim Dean of ArWs & Sciences
Re Bachelor of ArWs in Social Science AnnXal AssessmenW ReporW ± CaWalog Year 2019-2020

This memo proYides conWinXing assessmenW of sWXdenW learning oXWcomes and Whe Bachelor of
ArWs in Social Science (BASS) degree program for Whe academic \ear 2019-2020. The BASS is
a single, inWerdisciplinar\ degree program WhaW combines mXlWiple disciplinar\ concenWraWions
(AnWhropolog\, Economics, HisWor\, PoliWical Science, Ps\cholog\, Sociolog\). The principal
finding of Whis annXal assessmenW reporW is WhaW Whe BASS program conWinXes Wo be robXsW ZiWh
enrollmenWs of degree-seeking sWXdenWs and nXmbers of gradXaWes among Whe sWrongesW in Whe
School of ArWs and Sciences (jXsW behind Whe BBA in BXsiness AdminisWraWion). FacXlW\
eYalXaWion of BASS gradXaWe porWfolios demonsWraWes WhaW sWXdenWs perform beWZeen a
saWisfacWor\ and an aboYe aYerage leYel. We anWicipaWe WhaW ZiWh a neZ WZo-\ear Werm AssisWanW
Professor of AnWhropolog\ and Alaska NaWiYe SWXdies (JXneaX), Whe neZ WenXre-Wrack AssisWanW
Professor in AnWhropolog\ (KeWchikan), and a WenXre-Wrack AssisWanW Professor in Ps\cholog\
(JXneaX), Whe degree Zill benefiW ZiWh regards Wo recrXiWmenW and reWenWion. The ps\cholog\ hire
in parWicXlar shoXld help sWrengWhen Whe program b\ helping Xs meeW deparWmenWal serYice and
adYising needs, giYen Whe loss of WenXre-Wrack facXlW\ in JXneaX in recenW \ears.

1. AVVHVVPHQW MHWKRGV

The SWXdenW AssessmenW PorWfolio (SAP) is Whe principal Wool Xsed for Whe final eYalXaWion of
BASS gradXaWes.

PURJUaP LHaUQLQJ OXWFRPHV. Upon compleWion of Whe BASS degree, sWXdenWs Zill be able Wo:
1: Define academic and personal goals WhroXgh applicaWion of knoZledge of Whe social sciences.
2: DemonsWraWe inWerdisciplinar\ compeWenc\ in Whree social science fields.
3: CondXcW independenW or collaboraWiYe research in Whe social sciences.
4: Appl\ academic social science knoZledge Wo commXniW\ engagemenW.
5: SiWXaWe social science knoZledge ZiWhin Whe cXlWXres or enYironmenW of SoXWheasW Alaska.

AVVHVVPHQW. These program oXWcomes are aligned and assessed WhroXgh maWerials sXbmiWWed b\
sWXdenWs in Wheir SAP:
1: Program Learning OXWcome 1: BASS Professional PorWfolio.
2: Program Learning OXWcome 2: BASS Academic WriWing (3 Social Science Disciplines).
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3: Program Learning OXWcome 3: Research.
4: Program Learning OXWcome 4: CommXniW\ EngagemenW.
5: Program Learning OXWcome 5: CXlWXres and EnYironmenW of SoXWheasW Alaska.

IWems ZiWhin each porWfolio caWegor\ are eYalXaWed on a fiYe-poinW scale:
1 = Minimal EYidence (inadeqXaWe)
2 = Some EYidence (XnderdeYeloped)
3 = MeeWs E[pecWaWions (saWisfacWor\)
4 = E[ceeds E[pecWaWions (aboYe aYerage)
5 = SXperior (high-leYel of presenWaWion, anal\sis or s\nWhesis)

OYer Whe coXrse of Wheir degree program, BASS sWXdenWs are assessed aW Whe leYel of indiYidXal
coXrse Zork in inWerdisciplinar\ Social Science Core (SSCI) coXrses and in a Primar\
ConcenWraWion and WZo Secondar\ ConcenWraWions from Whe disciplines of AnWhropolog\,
GoYernmenW, HisWor\, Ps\cholog\ Sociolog\, and Economics (Zhich no longer serYes as a
Primar\ ConcenWraWion, onl\ a Secondar\ ConcenWraWion). The SAP is compleWed and eYalXaWed
b\ mXlWiple Social Science facXlW\ members in each BASS sWXdenW¶s gradXaWing semesWer.

2. AVVHVVPHQW DaWa

BASS EQUROOPHQW 2019-2020. AW Whe sWarW of fall semesWer 2019, 97 sWXdenWs Zere enrolled in
Whe BASS degree program (soXrce: UA InsWiWXWional EffecWiYeness). This is consisWenW ZiWh Whe
\ear before (98 sWXdenWs).

EnrollmenW b\ Primar\ ConcenWraWion (soXrce: UA InsWiWXWional EffecWiYeness):
AnWhropolog\ 18
Economics 5
HisWor\ 21
PoliWical Science 9
Ps\cholog\ 50
Sociolog\ 15
BASS Enrolled (Undeclared) 1

BASS GUaGXaWHV 2019-2020
CompleWed Whe SAP: 16 (SoXrce: DepW. of Social Science)
Confirmed BASS GradXaWes: 18 (SoXrce: UA IE)

BASS GradXaWes b\ ConcenWraWion (SoXrce: UA IE)

Primar\ ConcenWraWion Secondar\ ConcenWraWions
AnWhropolog\ 2 AnWhropolog\ 9
Economics                                 n/a Economics 1
HisWor\ 4 HisWor\ 7
PoliWical Science 0 PoliWical Science 4
Ps\cholog\                                  11 Ps\cholog\ 3
Sociolog\ 1 Sociolog\ 12
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CRQFHQWUaWLRQV aW WKH WLPH RI JUaGXaWLRQ URXJKO\ IROORZ RYHUaOO HQUROOPHQW GLVWULbXWLRQV.
Ps\cholog\ is Whe dominanW concenWraWion area, folloZed b\ AnWhropolog\ and HisWor\.
PoliWical Science enrollmenWs and gradXaWes haYe groZn and sWabili]ed. Sociolog\ is
consisWenWl\ a sWrong secondar\ concenWraWion. WiWhoXW a fXll-Wime insWrXcWor, Economics
enrollmenWs in Whe BASS conWinXes Wo be Whe leasW enrolled secondar\ concenWraWion area.

BASS GUaGXaWLRQ QXPbHUV KaYH UHPaLQHG VWURQJ, ZiWh 18 in Whe cXrrenW assessmenW \ear
and aYeraging 16.4 gradXaWes annXall\ oYer Whe pasW fiYe \ears. The consWanc\ is noWable giYen
Whe oYerall decline in enrollmenW aW UAS dXring Whe same period. DespiWe Whis general decline
in enrollmenW aW UAS, BASS sWXdenW nXmbers remain sWrong.

FLQaO PRUWIROLR RHYLHZ SXPPaU\ DaWa

NXPbHU RI GUaGXaWLQJ SWXGHQWV EYaOXaWHG: 16

PURJUaP LHaUQLQJ OXWFRPHV. Upon compleWion of Whe BASS degree, sWXdenWs Zill be able Wo:
1: Define academic and personal goals WhroXgh applicaWion of knoZledge of Whe social sciences.
2: DemonsWraWe inWerdisciplinar\ compeWenc\ in Whree social science fields.
3: CondXcW independenW or collaboraWiYe research in Whe social sciences.
4: Appl\ academic social science knoZledge Wo commXniW\ engagemenW.
5: SiWXaWe social science knoZledge ZiWhin Whe cXlWXres or enYironmenW of SoXWheasW Alaska.

SAP iWems are eYalXaWed on a fiYe-poinW scale (1-5). The aYerage is Whe PHGLaQ (mid-range;
eqXal disWribXWion of scores aboYe and beloZ).
1 = Minimal EYidence (inadeqXaWe)
2 = Some EYidence (XnderdeYeloped)
3 = MeeWs E[pecWaWions (saWisfacWor\)
4 = E[ceeds E[pecWaWions (aboYe aYerage)
5 = SXperior (high-leYel of presenWaWion, anal\sis or s\nWhesis)

PURJUaP OXWFRPH 1: BASS PURIHVVLRQaO PRUWIROLR 3.23

PURJUaP OXWFRPH 2: BASS AFaGHPLF WULWLQJ 3.38

PURJUaP OXWFRPH 3: RHVHaUFK 3.65

PURJUaP OXWFRPH 4: CRPPXQLW\ EQJaJHPHQW 3.19

PURJUaP OXWFRPH 5: CXOWXUHV & EQYLURQPHQW RI SRXWKHaVW AOaVNa 3.26

FaFXOW\ NaUUaWLYH AVVHVVPHQW RI OYHUaOO PRUWIROLR:
CorrelaWion beWZeen sWaWed close relaWionships ZiWh facXlW\ menWors and porWfolio performance.
DeWailed and regXlar commXnicaWion beWZeen chair and sWXdenWs aids in porWfolio compleWion.
Research eYidence Yaried enormoXsl\; acWXal research, proposals or design.
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Solid-Wo-e[cellenW ZriWing skills.
PorWfolios reflecW a Zide range of inWeresWs and YarieWies of academic engagemenW.
Local inWernships and research Zere noW alZa\s recogni]ed b\ sWXdenWs as commXniW\ engagemenW.
Some sWXdenWs sWaWe WhaW Whe\ are XnsXre of ZhaW papers/assignmenWs qXalif\ as ³CommXniW\

EngagemenW´ and ³CXlWXres & EnYironmenW of SoXWheasW Alaska.´

3. SWXGHQW EYaOXaWLRQ RI BASS PURJUaP

In addiWion Wo Whe SAP assessmenW, gradXaWing BASS sWXdenWs each Werm indiYidXall\ compleWe
a ZriWWen e[iW sXrYe\ and parWicipaWe in a groXp oral inWerYieZ ZiWh Whe enWire Social Science
FacXlW\. NineWeen sWXdenWs compleWed Whe ZriWWen sXrYe\.

From Whe ZriWWen e[iW sXrYe\, Ze knoZ WhaW BASS gradXaWes (median aYerage on a 5-poinW
scale):

● Are Yer\ saWisfied ZiWh Whe program--Of 19 responses, 18 are ³Yer\ saWisfied´ ZiWh Whe degree
program (score: 4-5); one Zas ³saWisfied´ (score: 3)

● Are Yer\ saWisfied ZiWh BASS facXlW\--Of 19 responses, 18 are ³Yer\ saWisfied´ ZiWh Whe BASS
facXlW\ (score: 4-5); one Zas ³saWisfied´ (score: 3)

● Can arWicXlaWe main concepWs in Wheir social science emphasis fields (N18 score: 4-5; N1 score3)
● BelieYe Whe\ haYe ³Yer\ good´ knoZledge and anal\Wical XndersWanding of Wheir respecWiYe

social science emphasis areas (14/18 score: 5)
● Can mosWl\ siWXaWe social science knoZledge ZiWhin Whe cXlWXres and enYironmenW of SoXWheasW

Alaska (N3 score 3; N13 score:4-5, one oXWlier N1 score 1)

From Whe commenWs made b\ Whe BASS gradXaWes in Whe ZriWWen e[iW sXrYe\ and oral inWerYieZs:

SWXdenW SaWisfacWion ZiWh Whe BASS Program:
� CoXrseZork Zas inWeresWing.
� CoXrse conWenW Zas good (solid) and releYanW.
� CoXrse aYailabiliW\ and opWions Zorked oXW Zell.
� FacXlW\ Zere professional and accommodaWing.

SWXdenW DissaWisfacWion ZiWh Whe BASS Program:
� NoW enoXgh coXrses, especiall\ in poliWical science
� Desire for more field Wrips, field Zork, and opporWXniWies for independenW sWXdies
� SchedXling of classes someWimes problemaWic

ParWicXlarl\ Good E[periences BASS Program:
� PosiWiYe inWeracWions ZiWh Social Science facXlW\ (insWrXcWion, adYising, and sXpporW).
� AppreciaWe Whe opporWXniW\ Wo Zork on independenW projecWs and deYelop research skills.
� Research e[periences (sociolog\, SSCI 300, ps\cholog\ classes)
� HaYing WZo Wake classes oXWside of Wheir comforW ]one or original disciplinar\ area of inWeresW

SWXdenW-IdenWified Weaknesses of Whe BASS Program:
• LimiWed nXmber of offerings (Xpper-diYision; poliWical science coXrses; more choices).
� NoW enoXgh disciplinar\ breadWh (single facXlW\ disciplines).
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SWXdenW SXggesWions for ImproYemenWs in Whe BASS Program:
� Increase nXmber of coXrse offerings (more YarieW\; more Wopics).
� Hold regXlar meeWings for sWXdenWs Waking online classes; increase peer-Wo-peer sXpporW.
� Preference for SSCI 200 Wo be WaXghW b\ a fXll-Werm facXlW\ member.
� SpliW SSCI 300 inWo WZo classes.
� More field Zork.
� More facXlW\ (WZo per discipline minimXm; more perspecWiYes).

� ReqXire SSCI 200 OrienWaWion Wo Whe Social Sciences earl\ in 1sW or 2nd \ear (for effecWiYe degree
planning).

� More archaeolog\ coXrses.

General informaWion aboXW BASS gradXaWes:
� A greaW majoriW\ (80%) compleWed Whe BASS degree ZiWhin 8 semesWers.
� The percenWage of sWXdenWs compleWing coXrseZork WhroXgh a mi[ of in-person and online coXrses is

higher Whan preYioXs \ears.
� A liWWle less Whan half (42%) of all sWXdenWs parWicipaWed in some form of e[perienWial learning (research

or field Zork; inWernship; sWXd\ aZa\).
� Demographicall\, oYer half of oXr enrolled sWXdenWs idenWif\ as female (65%); 38% are age 24 or

\oXnger (41% are 30 or older); and 14% idenWif\ as Alaska NaWiYe.
� OYer half (53%) of oXr sWXdenWs are parW Wime sWaWXs
� EighW\-WZo percenW of oXr sWXdenWs are reWXrning.
� A majoriW\ (90%) of oXr sWXdenWs Zork dXring Whe academic \ear.
� OYer half of oXr gradXaWes inWend Wo pXrsXe gradXaWe school or professional programs in areas of sWXd\

inclXding coXnseling or social Zork, hisWor\, archeolog\, laZ, and ps\cholog\. The idenWified
XniYersiWies for gradXaWe sWXd\: UA Anchorage; UA Fairbanks, John Ja\ College, Ba\lor UniYersiW\,
and American MiliWar\ UniYersiW\.

� AlmosW half plan Wo seek enWr\-leYel career or professional emplo\menW Xpon gradXaWion, ZiWh WZo
sWXdenWs inWending Wo Wake a break Wo consider Wheir opWions.

4. RHFRPPHQGaWLRQV

WiWhin Whe ne[W \ear, Whe Social Science facXlW\ shoXld:

1. BeWWer coordinaWe social science research coXrses, especiall\ offerings of SSCI 300 beWZeen
Whe JXneaX and KeWchikan campXses (b\ semesWer, according Wo Whe si[-\ear coXrse
seqXence) Wo ma[imi]e offerings for BASS sWXdenWs each semesWer Wo assXre progress
WoZards degree compleWion.

2. UpdaWe Whe B.A. Social Science PorWfolio reqXiremenWs Wo reflecW Whe change in Whe UAS
mission.

3. BeWWer idenWif\ coXrses and e[perienWial learning opporWXniWies for sWXdenWs WhaW address
program learning oXWcomes WhaW emphasi]e research, commXniW\ engagemenW, and social
science knoZledge siWXaWed ZiWhin Whe cXlWXres or enYironmenW of SoXWheasW Alaska.
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4. ProYide greaWer opporWXniWies for sWXdenWs Wo inWeracW, inclXding online and face-Wo-face; as
Zell as proYiding forXms for sWXdenWs Wo learn more aboXW career opWions and gradXaWe
school.

5. MainWain and e[pand Werm hires in Economics and Alaska NaWiYe SWXdies.


