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UAA GERs: 3 Tiers, 7 Categories, 9 Outcomes
(and 37 credits & 256 courses) 

1. Tier 1: Basic Skills 
(12)
• Written Comm (6)

• Oral Comm (3)

• Quantitative Skills (3)

2. Tier 2: Disciplinary 
Knowledge (22)
• Natural Sciences (7)

• Social Sciences (6)

• Humanities (6)

• Fine Arts (3)

3. Tier 3: Integrative 
Capstone (3)
• Meets GER in the major

• Integration of Tier 1 in major

After completing the GERs, UAA students shall be able to:
• Communicate effectively in a variety of contexts and formats.
• Reason mathematically and analyze quantitative and qualitative data 

competently to reach sound conclusions.
• Relate knowledge to the historical context in which it developed and the 

human problems it addresses.
• Interpret different systems of aesthetic representation and understand their 

historical and cultural contexts.
• Investigate the complexity of human institutions and behavior to better 

understand interpersonal, group and cultural dynamics.
• Identify ways in which science has advanced the understanding of important 

natural processes.
• Locate and use relevant information to make appropriate personal and 

professional decisions.
• Adopt critical perspectives for understanding the forces of globalization and 

diversity.
• Integrate knowledge and employ skills gained to synthesize creative thinking, 

critical judgment and personal experience in a meaningful and coherent 
manner.
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Faculty-Developed 
GER Outcomes & 
Indicators

AY14-15: Faculty Senate GER Assessment Committee 
recommendations (GenEd Director & three outcomes 
per year)

AY15-16 – Rubric 1: Written Communication, Oral 
Communication, and Information Literacy.

 GER assessment

AY16-17 – Rubric 2: Social Sciences, Humanities, and 
Fine Arts

GER & AA assessment (shared assessment and simplified 
outcomes) aligned

AY17-18 – Rubric 3: Natural Sciences, Quantitative 
Skills, and Knowledge Integration. 

GER, AA, AAS (shared assessment and aligned curriculum; 
all five UAA campuses)



WICHE Interstate Passport – Faculty Driven
• The Interstate Passport contains 63 Passport Learning Outcomes (PLOs) for block 

transfer of lower-division general education in nine knowledge and skill areas.

• Seven WICHE states (California, Hawaii, North Dakota, Oregon, South Dakota, 
Utah and Wyoming) sent two representatives (one 2-year & one 4-year rep) to 
serve on each of the nine interstate faculty teams. Two-year discussion.

• Teams worked with faculty at their institutions to refine the PLOs.

• Faculty at member institutions agree that the PLOs are congruent with – not in 
conflict with – their institution’s own student learning outcomes. 

• Institutions are not required to adopt the Passport PLOs or to use the same 
language in their own.

• Trust but Verify: Transcripted locally, Reported to National Student Clearing 
House, Individually Tracked & Reported to Sending Institution
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What Problem Does the Passport Solve?
• Students are transferring more often (national data but Alaska wot)

o 37.2% of FTFT students transferred to another institution at least once within 6 years and 
before receiving a baccalaureate degree

o 45% of those students transferred more than once
o 18% of 2-year students and 24% of 4-year students transfer across state lines.

• Students losing credits in transfer (Monaghan & Attewell 2014)
o 58% were able to bring 90% of their credits
o 14% lose more than 90% of their
o 28% lose between 10% - 89% of their credits

• State-based approaches a partial fix
• 31 states have guaranteed transfer of an Associate Degree
• 36 states have transferable core of lower-division credits
• 16 states have common course numbering for lower-division credits
• 15 states have reverse transfer

• Interstate Passport (was WICHE Passport)
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Passport PLOs: Nine Areas mapped to LEAP
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Passport Framework

1. Faculty at each institution 
identify which of their 
courses meet the Passport 
PLOs in each area.

2. The courses go into the 
Passport block.

3. The Passport is “sealed.”

4. The Passport transfers and 
meets the Gen Ed 
requirements at the 
incoming institution.
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UAA GER to Passport: Creative Expression
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UAA GER to Passport: 
Human Society & the Individual
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UAA GER to Passport: Natural Sciences
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UAA Review & 
Mapping Process
• Summer 2018 Review Team

• Kristin Ogilvie (ANTH– ANC)

• Rachael Hannah (BIOL – ANC)

• Rachel Graham (MATH – MatSu)

• Carrie King (Dietetics – ANC)

• Map UAA GER SLOs to Passport PLOs

• Descriptions, SLOs, GERC 
Templates, CIM & CCGs

• Passport Block Worksheets

• Disciplinary Faculty Review – Sep 18

• UAA Curricular Review – Fa18

• UAA Faculty Senate – Fa18
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“Quality Assurance” Mechanisms
• Minimum Grade of C or Better for Passport
• Academic Progress Tracking

o National Student Clearinghouse (NSC) reports to Passport institutions about the academic 
progress of their Passport earners who transferred to another Passport institution.

• Pilot Project to Map Assignments to Passport Learning Outcomes
o The National Center for Higher Education Management Systems (NCHEMS) funded mapping 

exercise across six institutions not involved in the Passport development to exchange and evaluate 
assignments aligned with the PLOs. 

• Passport Review Board
o The Passport Review Board (PRB) consists of one member from each participating state, as well as 

transfer, learning outcomes, and assessment experts who evaluate the NCS data and recommend 
adjustments to member institutions.

• External Evaluation
o Rutgers University’s Education and Employment Research Center is conducting a multi-year 

evaluation of the outcomes for Passport students, including persistence, GPA, graduation rate, and 
time to degree (funded by the U.S. Department of Education’s First in the World grant).
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