INTRODUCING

OUR NEW STAFF & FACULTY AT UAS




Elizabeth Cornejo
NE W Executive Director for Community
_ Relations and Strategic Partnerships
‘ O ‘ H E Master's in Science, Carleton University

Coming from Haines
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Elizabeth studied geochemistry of an undersea
ridge near the Juan de Fuca Ridge.
Elizabeth enjoys paddle-boarding and painting
in her free time.




Abi Spofford

Executive Assistant to the Chancellor

BA in Chinese Language and Cultural Studies from Western
Washington University

Abi values her time outdoors with her family. She is
excited to learn and grow here at UAS!

Claire Paterson

Administrative Coordinator for the
Office of the Provost and Chancellor

BA in Visual Studies from The New School, NYC
Coming from The Juneau Arts and Humanities Council

With a background in event planning and the arts,
Claire is eager to contribute to the campus and
make a positive impact.



Mitzi Anderson
Director of Equity and Compliance &
Title IX Coordinator

B.A International Studies and Spanish, University of Miami; Law
Degree (Juris Doctor), Florida International University; and
L.L.M. in Animal Law from Lewis and Clark Law School

Coming from Des Moines, IA

Served in the Des Moines Civil Rights Commission &
was an Americorps Vista for the First Alaskans
Institute in Anchorage.

Stephanie Jedlicka

Associate Director of Equity and
Compliance / Deputy Title IX Coordinator

M.S., London School of Economics and Political Science; B.A,,
International Relations, University of Oregon
Coming from University of Alaska Human Resources, Labor
and Employee Relations Specialist

Steffi has 10 years of experience in civil rights investigations,
as well as HR experience coaching executive leadership on
employee relations issues. She's called Alaska home for over a
decade and loves the outdoors.



Chris Natynski

NEW TO T I—l E z‘ Executive Director of Advancement
OL_ F I CE OF J.D. Drake University Law School

Coming from Aurora, Colorado
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He loves to cook and try new recipes with family. He
is looking forward to getting to know the Juneau
Community.
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Alison Staudinger
Interim Dean of Arts and Sciences

B.A. English Literature, Political Science, Seattle University (2006)
M.A Government & Politics, University of Maryland-College Park (2010)
M.A. Professional Creative Writing, University of Denver-University College (2023)
Ph.D. Government & Politics, University of Maryland-College Park (2013)

Coming from Denver University (Colorado Area)
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Alison was the Director of Faculty Development and Career
Advancement at the University of Denver. Alison was also an
Associate Professor and Chair of Democracy and Justice
Studies at the University of Wisconsin-Green Bay (UWGB). Her
current book project explores the influence of Cold War
apocalyptic metaphors on contemporary political thought.

Bill Urquhart

Ketchikan Campus Director

Ph.D., MA, Tulane University
B.S., Oregon State University
Coming from being a sociology professor in Ketchikan

Dr. Bill Urquhart is our new Ketchikan Campus Director, but prior to
that he was a Professor of Sociology in the Social Sciences
Department. Dr. Urquhart was born and raised in Ketchikan, Alaska,
from a family long involved in commercial fishing. As a sociologist,
he had special focus areas in juvenile delinquency, domestic
violence, and social problems relevant to Alaska.



Kiwana Affatato

Associate Registrar

B.A., English- University of Louisiana, Monroe (ULM); M.A.-American
Literature (ULM)
Formerly the Academic Scheduling and Curriculum Coordinator (UAS)

With UAS since spring 2016
Taught online Modern American Literature at ULM from 2105-2023



KQy|c1 McLougHin Peter Sommers
Associate Director of Financial Aid Student Systems Support Technician

M.S. Student Affairs Administration, Binghamton University (2023); BLA and MPA from UAS
B.A. English Literature and Rhetoric, Binghamton University (2022)

Previously worked as a TRIO Student Support Transitioned from the Associate Registrar and moved to
Services Advisor in New York. Bloomington Indiana.




Natalie Wojtala

Guest Services Coordinator

Bachelor's of Arts from Clemson University
Coming from Orlando, Florida (Walt Disney World)

Served as a Military Police Officer in the Navy for
four years. Has over 15 years of customer service
experience

Lauren Proels
Associate Director of Residence Life

B.S. Psychology, Bemidji State University (2018)
Minnesota State Community and Technical
College - Fergus Falls, MN

Prior positions held include Assistant Director of
Campus Life & Housing and Academic Advisor and
Success Coach



Brenna Heintz
Director of Admissions

BA in Philosophy from Tufts University and MSEd in Education, Culture
& Society from University of Pennsylvania
Coming from Swarthmore College and MIT Admissions
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Brenna was born and raised here in Juneau and
graduated from JDHS before heading out east for
college and a career in undergraduate admissions. She's
thrilled to be back supporting Alaskan students through
the college process.

Damian Medina
Dean of Students

M.S. Educational Administration, Texas A&M University
(2005), B.A. History, Texas A&M University (2003)
Coming from being Vice-Provost for Student Affairs, University of
Southern Maine

18+ years of higher education experience
Over a decade working internationally.



Devin Tatro
Disability Services Manager

B.A, Bates College. MAT, University of Alaska Southeast
Coming from Case Management, UAS Student Services

Former Teacher, Yaakoosgé Daakahidi High School,
and Nome-Beltz High School

Cj Mariano

Student Information Specialist

BA Social Science (UAS)
Coming from Minor Avenue Children's House (Seattle)
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Lived in Seattle for 5 years working in Early Childhood before

moving to New Zealand in 2022 and returning to Juneau in
2024 and started working at UAS.

Previously worked as a Student Assistant for the Arts &
Sciences department here at UAS.



Ruby-Lynn Matiashowski

Student Information Specialist

B.S. Liberal Studies (Elementary Education)

Coming from Harborview as a Special Ed Para Educator

Moved to Juneau from Cadlifornia 2 years ago

Ggoadm 'Teebn Mckoy

Rural Admissions Counselor

BLA Alaska Native Languages (UAS), Master of
Arts Lingquistics (Simon Fraser University)
Coming from Ketchikan

First in the Nation to Graduate w/Tsimshian credentials
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Mary-Alice Henry

Administrative Assistant, IT Services

Coming from Sitka

Mary-Alice is providing administrative support for
Admin and I.T. Services.
She is a wonderful cook and a great addition to
office potlucks.



Louisa Cryan
Director of Business Services

MPA
Coming from UA HR

.

Louisa has served the UA System for over 20 years.
Most recently she has worked for System Office HR.
She is now returning home to UAS!

Shelly Smith

Accounts Payable and Travel
Auditor Lead

Shelly started at UAS on July 10th. She has a long history with the University. She
graduated from UAS over 20 years ago with a degree in Liberal Arts and continued
her education in business and accounting. She participated for two years in the
UAS Green Gazelle research project with Dr Rick Wolk, and has been featured in
the Alaska Business Monthly.

Shelly raised her family here and has two adult daughters who live in Juneau.
She enjoys outdoor adventures of all sorts, travel, sailing, fishing, and
cooking. She spent the past two years fishing and cooking her way around
Alaska from the Nushagak River to Prince of Wales Island. Shelly has over 20
years experience in accounting and small business management and is
excited to bring these experiences back to work at her alma mater.



Evan Price
Health and Safety Officer

Coming from Bartlett Regional Hospital, acted as the Safety Officer and
Emergency Manager
Earned his Bachelor of Arts Degree in Theatre with an Emphasis in Technical
Theatre from the University of California, Riverside in 2014.

Evan started at UAS on June 3rd of this year--he just celebrated his 1-month
anniversary!!l While at Bartlett, he chaired multiple committees including
Safety and Security, Workplace Violence Prevention, and Emergency
Management. Prior to working in healthcare, Evan served as Technical
Director for Perseverance Theatre, and Scene Shop Foreman at California
State University, Dominguez Hills where he worked closely with Environmental
Health and Safety and oversaw a major overhaul of the theatrical fly system.
In his role at UAS, his responsibilities will include identifying and helping to
mitigate potential hazards on our campuses, providing safety training, and
helping with the development of emergency response procedures. He will also
lead the campus Safety Committee on the Juneau campus and aid the safety
committees on the Ketchikan and Sitka campuses. In his free time, Evan enjoys
riding his motorcycle and hiking throughout Southeast Alaska.

Rhyan Nydam

Associate Bursar

The department
welcomes this addition
to the team. We are so

happy she is here!
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Dusty Rautiainen

Carpenter

Andrew Lawson
Carpenter MSW3

Jakob Kryman

Project Manager
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Mageda Nader
Title Ill SUPPORT GRANT Specidlist

Bachelor of Science in Anthropology from The Florida State University

Coming from Education & Tourism

What impressed me the most is that within hours of
starting her job, she gave a presentation to the whole
campus. She also brings positive energy to the campus.

Dakotah Weese
Title Il SUPPORT GRANT Specialist

Bachelor of Science in Economics University of Kansas

Coming from being a math tutor at MEHS. Was an operations
director at KCAW.

Outdoorsy § is an avid runner. Quickly learned the scope of his
duties. He jumped right in and has made positive contributions



Taylor Rose

Assistant Professor of History

PhD completed at Yale University 2024
Coming from New Haven, CT

Taylor's research areas focus on environmental history, and his
recent doctoral dissertation focused on Mining, Militarization,
and Native Lands in the Nevada Desert from 1860-1990. He is

an avid bicyclist!
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Registration and Media Professiona Facilities Lead

Coming from Ketchikan, and was most Coming from UAS Maritime Training Center Lab Tech
recently employed by Taquaan Air (Ketchikan)

She is an artist, working mainly with digital media, but also
knitting and crochet; and she has made roughly 3,000 origami
cranes! She has a cat, Poet, and a dog, Gus, and she likes to
spend her weekends baking.

Has earned a really cool nickname (Deepwater).
Has a strong welding background.







